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FROM OUR PRESIDENT, SUE HUTCHISON 

So September is supposed to bring the start of the Fall season?  Not in 
Phoenix!  Here itôs still summer for a couple of months, even though 
school is back in session.  But just wait till those mornings and evenings 
are cool enough to play outside again!  The Desert Ridge Parentsô Group 
has some great Fall and Winter activities in store for our member families.  
Molly Glenn and Jane Soukup are planning a new and improved Fall 
Festival for October 17that 4 p.m., so mark your calendars!   If you enjoyed the Spring Fling, 
look for more of the same, but with a Fall theme!  We could use more Fall Festival committee 
volunteers for planning, shopping, crafts/games, setup and cleanup for the Fall Festival.   
This will be a fun job, so please help make this event a success!! 
 
Fall is also the time when we begin to think about the new year ahead, and who will be our 
DRPG volunteer board in 2010.  Some of our current board members, myself included, have 
indicated a desire to make a change, take on other responsibilities, or focus on activities outside 
DRPG next year.  We will need some new faces to join the board for 2010!!   Each volunteer 
can decide how to hold the events, how often activities are scheduled, and can always do the 
planning then delegate the onsite point person responsibilities. 
 
Board positions include: President, Vice President/Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Director, 
Publicity/Community Contacts Director, Newsletter Editor, Playgroup Coordinator, Activities 
Directors (Kids Activities, Adultsô Activities and/or Momsô and Dadsô Nights Out), Hospitality 
Director and Philanthropy Chair.   Please volunteer!  A sign-up poster will be displayed at 
all Fall events, or send me an e-mail or ñtent mailò for more information. 
 
Want to help out but donôt want the ongoing commitment of a board position?  Event 
Coordinators are responsible for a one-time event, including: Bike Rodeo, Wildlife in the Wash, 
Spring Fling, Mother's Day Craft, Father's Day Craft, Fall Festival and Winter Celebration.   
Without more volunteers, some of these great family activities may not appear on the calendar 
for 2010.  Please let me know how you can help DRPG by sending me an e-mail at 
President@DRPGonline.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS MEETING 
 
If youôve ever wondered what we do at the DRPG board meetings, come find out!  We need 
DRPG member input in planning future club activities.  Besides, there are always snacks, 
drinks and some conversation before the meeting starts! 
 

Monday, October 12th at 7:30 p.m. at Jane Soukupôs home 
 

If you will be joining us, please RSVP to Sue at President@DRPGonline.com  
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FROM OUR VICE-PRESIDENT, STEPHANIE KERN 
 
Hi Everyone!  Now that the new school year and various events are 
upon us, itôs super busy!  I just went back to work and am realizing 
that there just isnôt enough time to fit everything in.  One time-saving 
trick I like to do is make meals ahead of time and freeze them for 
those nights when all I have time for is to turn the oven (or 
microwave) on!   
 
Ahead of time, I like to get disposable metal containers from the 
Dollar Store (3 tins with lids for $1!).  When I can, I will make a meal, 
triple the recipe, and freeze the two extra meals.  I usually am able 
to do this on weekends. One easy and yummy meal I like to make is 
baked spaghetti.  It freezes well and is always easy to pop in the 
oven.  I also like to make enchiladas, lasagna, lemon chicken, and various creative casseroles! 
Happy Fall! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
DID YOU KNOW??? 
 
DRPG owns some great Pottery Barn canvas carnival games?  DRPG members can borrow 
them (with a deposit) for their next party!  We have a refreshment banner, face painting 
banner, strong man and fruit basket hat lady photo canvas (with picture and holes for faces to 
pop in), baseball game and soft balls (has holes with points on it), fishing game, tin can alley 
banner (for setting cans in tower then tossing ball at it).  Talk about value added! 
 
 

 

 



FROM OUR HOSPITALITY CHAIR, KRISTIN CHATSWORTH         
                   
Hello DRPG - I hope you are staying cool and getting ready for the 
cooler weather.  Please let me know if you have an upcoming event - 
having a baby, surgery or need a little extra TLC to help you through.  
We have been delivering meals to our members to help them out with 
these special times.  Contact me at Hospitality@DRPGonline.com.  
   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We want more families to know about the fun activities we offer for kids, parents and families.  
Help spread the word to your friends and neighbors in Desert Ridge!  Invite them to visit 
www.DRPGonline.com and see what we are about.   If you would like some DRPG business 
cards or flyers to distribute, please contact President@DRPGonline.com.   
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WWW.PRESSCOFFEEFOODW INE.COM  

Located @ CityCenter of CityNorth  

5410 E High St  Suite 115  

(across from Blue Martini)  

Phoenix, AZ 85054  

480 419 6221  

 

 

 

 



QUICK AND EASY MEALS FROM YOUR DRPG BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Kristin C.:  I love having meals in the freezer for a quick dinner when I don't feel like cooking.  
This a quick and easy meal - get some Freezer ziploc bags and some chicken - you can make 
several servings of this all at once and then freeze it.  Just grab it from the freezer, defrost and 
put it on the BBQ.  This Greek Grilled Chicken Breast is from my Greek Friend Tina.  
Directions:  Combine 2 Tablespoons lemon juice, 2 Tablespoons olive oil, 3 tablespoons 
chopped parsley, 1 garlic clove, crushed in garlic press and 1/2 teaspoon dried and oregano in 
a large plastic storage bag.  Pierce 4 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves (1 to 1 1/2 
pounds) several times and sprinkle with salt and pepper.  Add to bag and coat with dressing.  
Marinate for 20 minutes (or freeze until you are ready to use). Remove chicken from bag.  Grill 
or broil for 6 minutes per side.  Or, cook in a grill pan over med-high until cooked through. 
 
Shannon H.:  Hereôs a meal we have fairly often, Chicken Enchiladas:  Place 1 can Cream of 
Chicken soup, ½ can milk, 1 small can mild green chiles, and one dollop of sour cream in the 
blender.  Then, add: 1 can chicken (or equivalent chopped cooked chicken).  Place corn 
tostadas (I buy them already fried and packaged) in a baking dish and pour ½ of the enchilada 
mix over them.  Add grated cheese.  Then do a second layer of tostadas and the rest of the 
enchilada mix and finally more cheese. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. This recipe feeds a 
family of four with young kids. 
 
Sue H.:  I love to cook ahead and have something ready to thaw and warm, ready to serve.  If I 
am grilling chicken, I grill extras and freeze them in zip bags.  I can thaw them, slice and throw 
the meat on a salad for a quick and low carb dinner.  I do the same with ground beef.  I cook 
two to four pounds of ground beef all at once with taco seasoning, then freeze it in 1 cup and 2 
cup containers.  I can thaw one in the microwave in minutes for tacos, burritos or taco salad.  
Bon Appetit! 
 

Stephanie S.: My standby easy meal is salad. 
One or Two bags of prepared salad 
Chop whatever veggies I have in fridge-put in 
Two cans of beans (black, red, or chickpeas-whatever) 
Something with crunch 
Dressing 
  
  

PLAYGROUP CORNER 
 
Kristin Chatsworth is leading a Wednesday morning group (which is contemplating a move 
to Monday or Tuesday), and Devika Srivastava is starting a Thursday morning group for 
kids 0-3.  As soon as the weather cools down, we are also hoping to coordinate a regular 
weekly play date at one of the local parks (or a rotation of Cashman, Aviano and Fireside).  
All our playgroups are currently accepting new members. 
 
Anyone interested in joining a playgroup can check out the Subgroups tab on Big Tent and 
join a playgroup online!  If you need more information, would like to lead a playgroup or 
would be willing to start a Saturday playgroup, please contact Jane Soukup at 
Playgroups@DPRGonline.com.  
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FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR AND  

PLAYGROUP COORDINATOR, JANE SOUKUP 

 

DRPG is now 40 members strong.  And, I mean that ï we are strong.  
However, it is my opinion that we can be stronger.  Iôm not just talking 
about increasing our numbers (although, that is always a good 
thing).  Specifically, Iôm referring to our ability to act as a community 
of parents who sustain our organization of knowledge and friendship 
for years to come.  Sound seriousé I am.  As I sit down to write this 
ñsudo-columnò, Iôm thinking about what it means to try and meet up 
with each other as our families get bigger, our calendars fuller, and 
our comfort zones tested by the grace in making new friends, while 
keeping up with old ones.  You get the picture.  It may be that you 

canôt make it to a DRPG even 1x a week - no problem; maybe, try to attend 2 DRPG events a 
month.  Just know that we want everyone to feel welcome no matter how often you are able to 
attend events.  Other parents need you there and other children want to play with your children. 
Again, membership isnôt just about our numbers getting bigger.  It is about all of us ï meeting 
new parents, new children and reconnecting with old friends.  So, please letôs all contribute to 
our DRPG community. 

  

  

 

 

WELCOMING OUR NEWEST MEMBERS: 

Jackie & Tom Huber and their children, Grant (3 yrs.) & Lillian (15 mths.) 

Alycia & Jerzy Piatkowski and their daughters, Izabella (2 yrs.)  & Amelia (3 mths.) 

Barbara & Scott Starr and their children, Emily (5 yrs.) & Will (3 yrs.) 

We are so glad the Huberôs, Piatkowskiôs and Starrôs have joined us.   

This is going to be a fun Fall! 

 

 
WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS 
 
We would like to welcome new DRPG sponsors San Felipeôs Cantina at Desert Ridge 
Marketplace, Robinôs Nest Fun and Funky Jewelry, Discount Sanctuary Yoga and Pilates and 
Press Coffee Food Wine at City Center of City North.  Please see their ads for more details 
and support these businesses that support the Desert Ridge Parentsô Group! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
 

Lauren Buck 9/1  

Frankie Abate 9/9  
Amelia Parish 9/10  

Cooper Dirck 9/18  

  
Annie Nazzaro 10 /1  

Kristian Salinas 10/19  
Noah Glenn 10/24  

Parker Glenn 10/24  
RJ Nielsen 10/28  

Hannah Schlossmacher 10/28  

 
If you notice an error, or your child's name is missing, please contact Kristin Chatsworth at 

Hospitality@DRPGonline.com 
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 FROM OUR PHILANTHROPY CHAIR,  
STEPHANIE SCHLOSSMACHER 

 
Many Thanks to all who helped make our Back to 
School Supply Drive a big success.  We donated more 
than ten large shopping bags of supplies and 
backpacks to homeless and needy kids.  We gave our 
supplies to the Paradise Valley School District to hand 
out to children in our area.  Dozens of children will 
begin school with new supplies!  The homeless 

liaison said the backpacks were very appreciated, as many of these children are given food to 
take home.  The backpacks help conceal the food from the other students and makes the kids 
feel better about taking the supplies home to their families.   
  
Next Newsletter we will be collecting food for the food bank for Thanksgiving. 
  
 

From: Sharon A. Bucek <sbucek@pvschools.net> 

Date: Wed, Aug 19, 2009 at 9:13 AM 

Subject: THANK YOU!! 
 

Stephanie, 

I have been meaning to write this thank you for some time now, but as you might imagine the beginning 
of the school year is a very busy time for us. 
 
I want to thank you and the Desert Ridge Parents Group for your generous donation. Please know it is 
greatly appreciated and is being used for those children with the greatest needs.  
 
Sincerely, 
Sharon Bucek 
 
Sharon Bucek 
Homeless Liaison 
(602)525-0233 
sbucek@pvschools.net 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
 
If you have a small business you would like to promote with DRPG members, please consider 
purchasing an ad in the Desert Ridge Parentsô Group newsletter!  Business card ads are $10 per 
issue, and half-page ads and corporate sponsorships of our website are also available.  Contact 
Newsletter@DRPGonline.com to inquire about advertising. 
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